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Introduction 

● People use the word “unity” differently. The range can be “coexist” to “comply” 
 
Big Idea #1: With Jesus, *unity is really hard to achieve. Without Jesus, it’s basically impossible. 
Big Idea #2: Jesus deeply cares that his followers are unified. 

● Spurgeon — It is significant…that the Saviour should in his last moments not only desire the 
salvation of all his people, but should plead for the unity of the saved ones, that being saved 
they might be united. It was not enough that each sheep should be taken from the jaw of 
the wolf; he would have all the sheep gathered into one fold under his own care. He was 
not satisfied that the members of his body should each of them be saved as the result of his 
death; he must have those members fashioned into a glorious body. 

 
I. Foundations For Unity | GOD 

1. God is (tri)unity | John 17:22-23 
2. Reunified with God | John 10:27-30 

a. R.C. Sproul — The whole of redemption, from beginning to end, is Trinitarian. 
3. Unified Back to Others | John 17:20-21 
4. Our unity is the proof that we belong to Jesus | John 17:23 

 
II. What Unity is Not 

● Brave New World: uniformity, everybody thinks and acts the same 
● Fireside Kumbaya: no substance, but feels good 
● BOTH: absence of any conflict 

○ Proverbs 27:17 — 17 Iron sharpens iron, and one person sharpens another. 
 
III. GOSPEL Unity 

1. Gospel truth | John 17:17, Romans 16:16-17 
2. Gospel humility | John 13:12-15, Romans 12:16-18 
3. Gospel goals | John 17:21 
4. Gospel motives | John 17:24 
5. Gospel perseverance | John 17:11 

 
IV. Challenges to Unity 

1. Wrong definition 
2. Diversity 
3. Pride 
4. Fear 
5. Apathy 
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Good News! We are already unified in Jesus! 
Sproul — I am sure that God is grieved by all of our disunity, but I don't think that we are still 
waiting for this request Jesus made to the Father to come to pass two thousand years later. In 
actuality, this prayer was answered, because everyone who is in Christ Jesus is in union with Him, 
and therefore in union with one another. The communion of saints that is spoken of in the 
Apostles' Creed is real, and it transcends every conceivable boundary denominational, geographic, 
racial, cultural, and socioeconomic. There already is a spiritual unity of all the saints; we are one 
with each other as the Father is with the Son not by virtue of our activities or of our practices but 
by the spiritual unity that is wrought by the Holy Spirit in our salvation. 
 
Practicing Unity 

1. Focus on what is in common 
2. Weigh disagreements 
3. Ask “what can I learn?” 
4. Win the friend, not the argument 

 
 
Benediction 
Adapted from 1 Corinthians 12:25-27 
We pray that there would be no division in the body, but that we would have the same concern for 
each other. If one member suffers, let us all suffer with them; if one member is honored, let us all 
rejoice with them. We are the body of Christ, and individual members of it. 
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