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Scripture Reading: John 13:1-20 
Series Setup & Introductory Remarks — Dedicate to Karla’s memory 
Prayer 
 
Introduction - Biblical Interpretive Framework 

● Clean vs. Unclean | Leviticus 10:10-11 
● Things that make you unclean 

○ Touching a dead body | Numbers 19:11 
○ Touching a dead animal | Leviticus 5:2 
○ Touching a dead beetle | Leviticus 11:23-25 
○ Touching a living unclean animal | Leviticus 11:26-31 
○ Menstruation & childbirth | Leviticus 12:2-5 
○ Objects touched by an unclean animal | Leviticus 11:33-35 
○ People with certain skin diseases | Leviticus 13:1-3 
○ Being in the same tent when somebody dies | Numbers 19:14 

● Unclean ≠ sinful. But they are related 
● Unclean means no tabernacle/temple | Leviticus 15:31 
● The law was a teacher | Galatians 3:24 

○ Παιδαγωγός (paidagogos) - guardian, custodian, schoolmaster, guide, teacher 
○ 1) God is holy, 2) we are unclean, 3) we need to be made clean 

 
Big Idea: Jesus humbled himself to make us clean so we can be with God. 
 
I. Background Information | vs. 1 
 
II A Startling Action | vs. 2-5 
 
III. Peter’s Objection | vs. 6-9 

● Luke 22:27 — I am among you as the one who serves. 
● Mark 10:45 — The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his 

life as a ransom for many. 
● Spurgeon — Go more gently, Peter, be more quiet. Why do you go so far in one 

direction, and then rush off so far in another way? Thy Master knows better than thou 
knowest what is right for thee. 

 
IV. Daily Cleansing | vs. 10-11 
 
V. Wash Others | vs. 12-17 
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This whole story is an enacted gospel. 
1. The humility of Jesus | servant’s towel (Philippians 2:7-8) 
2. Washing of body = washing of our souls (2 Peter 1:9) 
3. Intimacy | washing feet (John 1:14) 

 
What is true about Jesus becomes true about us 

1. Loved by the Father 
2. Given all things | Romans 8:32 
3. Free to love and serve others 

 
IV. A Dark Conclusion | vs. 18-20 
Conclusion 

1. Non-Christian — be cleansed by Jesus 
2. Christian: 

a. Remember that you have been cleansed 
b. Go to him for daily cleansing 
c. Lower yourself to serve others 

 
 
Benediction 
(Based on 2 Peter 1:9-11) 
May we remember that we have been washed by Jesus, cleansed by his blood from our former 
sins. Lord, help us to lower ourselves and serve others, that we may one day enter into the 
eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
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