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Scripture Reading: John 6:60-71 
Introductory Remarks 
Prayer 
 
Introduction 

● This is really hard, but I’m too far in to quit: construction, workout 
 
Big Idea: Following Jesus is really hard, but it’s completely worth it 
 
Context | Sweeping Chapter 6 
We’ve broken up John ch. 6, but it is one unified narrative 

1. Jesus feeds 5,000 | John 6:1-15 
2.  Jesus walks on water | 6:16-25 
3.  The bread of life John | 6:26-40 
4.  Eat, drink, and believe | John 6:41-59  
5. Jesus is Lord | John 6:60-71 

 
I. When Jesus Says Hard Words | vs. 60-63 

1. Hard saying last week: “eat and drink” 
2. Hard saying today: “what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was 

before?” 
3. Hard sayings all over the place 

a. John 6: “No one can come to me unless the Father draws him” 
b. Matt. 10:34 “Don’t assume that I came to bring peace on the earth. I did not 

come to bring peace, but a sword.” 
c. Luke 14:26 “26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and 

mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, and even his own life—he 
cannot be my disciple.” 

d. Matt. 5:48 “Be perfect as your heavenly father is perfect” 
**Will you follow Jesus even when he says hard things? 
 
II. When Others Leave | vs. 66-69 

1. Peer pressure / social pressure is a real thing: 
2. Hans Christian Anderson, The Emperor’s New Clothes: 

a. So off went the Emperor in procession under his splendid canopy. Everyone in 
the streets and the windows said, "Oh, how fine are the Emperor's new clothes! 
Don't they fit him to perfection? And see his long train!" Nobody would confess 
that he couldn't see anything, for that would prove him either unfit for his 
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position, or a fool. No costume the Emperor had worn before was ever such a 
complete success.  "But he hasn't got anything on," a little child said. "Did you 
ever hear such innocent prattle?" said its father. And one person whispered to 
another what the child had said, "He hasn't anything on. A child says he hasn't 
anything on." "But he hasn't got anything on!" the whole town cried out at last. 
The Emperor shivered, for he suspected they were right. But he thought, "This 
procession has got to go on." So he walked more proudly than ever, as his 
noblemen held high the train that wasn't there at all. 

3. Unprecedented time of pressure in USofA | November 2017 
a. The Persistent & Exceptional Intensity of American Religion: A Response to 

Recent Research | Landon Schnabel (Ind. U Bloomington), Sean Bock (Harvard) 
b. Slide 1: Strong Affiliation 
c. Slide 2: Prayer 

**Will you follow Jesus even if others walk away? 

 
III. When the Plan Doesn’t Make Sense | vs. 64-65, 70-71 

*Complicated stuff:  
1. No one can come unless granted by the Father 
2. Jesus knew Judas would betray him, yet chose him 
3. Following Jesus does not mean that we are going to understand everything 

a. ... about God 
b. …about the world 
c. …about ourselves 

**Will you follow Jesus even when you don’t fully understand? 

 
Gospel 
**How valuable is Jesus in your heart and mind? 

 
 

 

 
Benediction 

John 6:68-69 — Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, and we have 
believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God. 
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