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Introduction 
Everybody loses things. Humanity has lost right relationship with God. 
 
Three Followers  | vs. 1-4 
 
Belief | vs. 5-10 
 
Why Are You Weeping? | vs. 11-13 
 
Reunited! | vs. 14-16 
R.C.H. Lenski — Yet now, when her own name is pronounced, she instantly recognizes that the 
voice is that of Jesus. “The sheep hear his voice, and he calleth his own sheep by name, a for they 
know his voice,” (John 10:3-4). It was the voice that Mary thought had been stilled in death 
forever…In that one word and its tone was all the love, the sympathy, and the helpfulness of Jesus, 
and coupled with that an impressive seriousness, a deep gravity, an arresting grip: “Miriam!” 
 
Resurrection, Ascension | vs. 17-18 
 
Big Idea: The risen Jesus is who the human heart is seeking for.  
 
What Were They Seeking? 
J.C. Ryle — Let us learn, from the case before us, to make allowances for wide varieties in the 
inward character of believers. To do so will save us much trouble in the journey of life, and prevent 
many an uncharitable thought. Let us not judge brethren harshly, and set them down in a low 
place, because they do not see or feel things exactly as we see and feel, and because things do not 
affect or strike them just as they affect and strike us. The flowers in the Lord's garden are not all of 
one color and one scent, though they are all planted by one Spirit. The subjects of His kingdom are 
not all exactly of one tone and temperament, though they all love the same Savior, and are written 
in the same book of life. The Church of Christ has some in its ranks who are like Peter, and some 
who are like John; and a place for all, and a work for all to do. Let us love all who love Christ in 
sincerity, and thank God that they love Him at all. The great thing is to love Jesus. 
 

● Mary | Freedom and purpose 
● John | Understanding and friendship 
● Peter | Forgiveness and restoration 

 
What Are You Seeking? 
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Garden, Grave, Garden | Making All Things New 
● John 19:41 | Laid in a garden tomb 
● John 20:15 | Jesus, the gardener 
● N.T. Wright — Mary’s intuitive guess, that he must be the gardener, was wrong at one level 

and right, deeply right, at another. This is the new creation. Jesus is the beginning of it. 
Remember Pilate: ‘Here’s the man!’ Here he is: the new Adam, the gardener, charged with 
bringing the chaos of God’s creation into new order, into flower, into fruitfulness. He has 
come to uproot the thorns and thistles and replace them with blossoms and harvests. 

● Revelation 21:1-5 | All things made new 
 
 
Benediction | Adapted from Hebrews 13:20-21 
May the God of peace, who raised to life the great shepherd of the sheep, make us ready to do his 
will in every good thing, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Alleluia! 
Amen. 
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