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“Why Don’t Some Believe?” 
John #40 
John 12:27-43 
November 4, 2018 
 
Scripture Reading:  November 4, 2018 
Series Setup & Introductory Remarks: sermon #40! Advent begins December. 
Prayer 

 
Introduction | Setup 

● Why don’t some believe? 
 
Big Idea: Our job is faithfulness, God’s job is results. 
 
I. God’s Glorious Name | vs. 27-29 

● J.C. Ryle — We err greatly if we suppose that seeing wonderful miraculous things will 
ever convert souls. Thousands live and die in this delusion. They fancy if they saw some 
miraculous sight, or witnessed some supernatural exercise of Divine grace, they would 
lay aside their doubts, and at once become decided Christians. It is a total mistake. 
Nothing short of a new heart and a new nature implanted in us by the Holy Spirit, will 
ever make us real disciples of Christ. Without this, a miracle might raise within us a little 
temporary excitement; but, the novelty once gone, we would find ourselves just as cold 
and unbelieving as these Jews. 

 
Do people not believe because they need to see a miracle? No. 
 
II. Insurrectionist Leader | vs. 30-33  
 
The Enemy 

1. Known my many names: 
2. He’s an illegitimate ruler 
3. Jesus enthroned, Satan dethroned 

a. C.H. Spurgeon — For a man’s work to prosper it is not desirable that he should 
die. Is it not strange that what is so often fatal to the influence of other men is a 
gain to our Lord Jesus Christ; for it is by his death that he possesses his most 
powerful influence over the sons of men? Because Jesus died, he is this day the 
mightiest ruler of human minds, the great centre to which all hearts are being 
drawn. 

4. Satan is dangerous and defeated | Colossians 2:15 
 
Do people not believe because of the Devil? No. 
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III. Argument for Argument’s Sake | vs. 34-36a 
Do people not believe because they don’t know enough theology? Nope. 
 
IV. Isaiah’s Insights | vs. 36b-41 

● Isaiah 53:1 — Unbelief was predicted 
● Isaiah 6:8-10 — Hard hearts 
● R.C. Sproul — This is no new theme for John. As we saw when we looked at John 6, 

the apostle recorded some controversial words of Jesus, words that helped cause 
many of His disciples to cease following Him: "No one can come to Me unless the 
Father who sent Me draws him" (v. 44a). Jesus said that no one has the ability to 
believe in Him unless the Father acts upon his or her heart. The Holy Spirit must cause 
the sinner to be born again (John 3:3) and give him or her the gift of faith (Eph. 2:8). It 
was John's inspired conclusion that God refused to do this for the masses who heard 
Jesus and witnessed His miracles. 

 

What We Know 
1. Humans have responsibility | John 12:35-36 
2. God never forces anyone into sin | James 1:13-14 
3. God never turns away a repentant sinner | Psalm 51:17 
4. Salvation ultimately belongs to God | Psalm 3:8, Jonah 2:9, Revelation 7:10 
5. Responsibility and sovereignty are not at odds | Compatibilism  
6. God is never unjust | Deuteronomy 32:4 

 
C.H. Spurgeon — If men wilfully shut their eyes, do you wonder that they become blind? If men 
will not hear, do you wonder that they grow deaf? If men will not understand, do you wonder 
that they become stupid? He that perverts truth shall soon be incapable of knowing the true 
from the false. If you persist in wearing glasses that distort, everything will be distorted to you. 
 
V. The Story Isn’t Over | vs. 42-43 

● Ephesians 3:20 — [God] is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think. 
 
Conclusion 

1. Have you stepped into the light? Do you believe but have a hard time confessing? 
2. Share Jesus freely, trust God with the results | 1 Corinthians 3:5-7 

 
Benediction 

Ephesians 3:2021 —  20  Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask 
or think, according to the power at work within us,  21  to him be glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
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