
“Prologue: John the Baptizer” 
John #2 
John 1:19-34 
October 8, 2017 
 
Scripture Reading: John 1:19-34 
 
Introduction 
Luke 7:28 — I tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. 
 
Big Idea: John the Baptizer serves as an example for us to follow: get the attention off of 
ourselves and onto Jesus. 
 
Story & Context 

● John the Baptizer is in all four gospels 
● John the Apostle has a unique perspective on John 

 
Seven Truths About John (that will blow your mind) 

1. John has a divine calling | John 1:6, Luke 1: 5-25 
2. John is unusual | Mark 1:6 

a. Unusual diet | Luke 7:33 
b. Unusual clothing, intentionally recalling Elijah | 2 Kings 1:7-8, Zechariah 13:4-5 
c. Unusual activity: baptizing people with water 

3. John is fearless | John 1:19, 24 
a. Jews, Levites, Pharisees: 

i. Eerdmans Bible Dictionary — Ancient sources variously describe the 
Pharisees as a political party, a philosophical school and scholarly class, 
or a sect or voluntary association devoted to ritual purity…The Pharisees 
were noted most for their exact observance of the Jewish religion, their 
accurate exposition of the law, their handing down of extra-biblical 
customs and traditions, their moderate position with regard to the 
interplay of fate and free will, and their belief in the coming resurrection 
and in angels. 

4. John knows his role: warn, wash, witness 
a. Warn: Matthew 3:2 
b. Wash: “I baptize you with water” 
c. Witness | John 1:33-34 

5. John knows his identity | John 1:19-23 
a. Many Old Testament expectations: Malachi 4:5-6, Deuteronomy 18:15-22 
b. Identity is most fundamentally defined by relation to Jesus 

6. John is humble | John 1:25-27, 30 
7. John is focused on Jesus | John 1:29 
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a. Spurgeon — If he had been the most eloquent preacher of repentance, if he had 
been the most earnest declaimer against the sins of the times, he would, 
nevertheless, have missed his life-work, if he had forgotten to say, “Behold the 
Lamb of God.” He did well when he baptized the repenting crowd, he spake 
nobly when he faced the Pharisees, and was a true hero when he rebuked 
Herod, but after all his chief errand was to herald the Messiah, to bear witness to 
the Son of God. 

 
 
II. What About Us? 

1. Do we know we’re called? | Romans 1:6 
a. Calling can mean to a job, but most often in the NT it refers to salvation 

2. Do we stand out? | Philippians 2:14-16 
3. Are we fearless? | Psalm 27:1 
4. Do we know our role? | 1 Corinthians 12:4-6 
5. Where is our identity based? | 1 Peter 2:9-10 

a. Rodney Whitacre — Since our identity, like that of the Baptist, is most truly seen 
in relation to Christ, how does our life—our relationships and 
responsibilities—flow from our relation to God? What would we say if asked 
“Who are you?” and “Why are you doing what you are doing?” 

6. Are we humble? | 1 Peter 5:5 
a. J.C. Ryle — If we profess to have any real Christianity, let us strive to be of John 

the Baptist's spirit. Let us study humility. This is the grace with which all must 
begin, who would be saved. We have no true religion about us, until we cast 
away our high thoughts, and feel ourselves sinners…All God's children have not 
gifts, or money, or time to work, or a wide sphere of usefulness; but all may be 
humble. This is the grace, above all, which will appear most beautiful in our 
latter end. 

7. Do we proclaim Jesus? | 2 Corinthians 4:5 
a. Spurgeon — Vain will it be to have argued with accurate logic, and persuaded 

with lofty rhetoric, unless we have uplifted Christ among the people. It will be 
idle to say, “I have preached against the scepticism of the times, I have rebuked 
the sins which raged around me, and have proclaimed what I knew of the glory 
of God in nature and in providence,” for our chief and distinguishing work is to 
declare the name of the Lord Jesus and the power of his precious blood. As the 
stars called “the Pointers” always point to the Pole star, so must we always 
point to the Redeemer. 

 
 
Benediction | Revelation 5:13 — To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing 
and honor and glory and might forever and ever! 
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