
“The Christian Virtue of Partying” 
Standalone Sermon 
Nehemiah 12:27-30 
January 8, 2017 
 
Scripture Reading: Nehemiah 12:27-30 
 
Introductory Remarks: 2nd birthday as a church! 
 
Prayer 
 

PART A | THE SERMON 
 
Introduction 

● What’s the best party you’ve ever been a part of? 
 
Big Idea:  The end of the gospel story is a huge party—a “wedding feast”—where people from 
every nation gather together to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus and the defeat of death. 
 
I. The Reason to Party | vs. 27a 
27And at the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem… 

1. Exodus - Wilderness - Joshua/Judges - Kings - Civil War - Exile - RETURN! 
 
II. The Way to Party  | vs. 27-30 

1. No sacred/secular division | vs. 27 (Psalm 24:1) 
2. Glad and thankful hearts | vs. 27 
3. With music | vs. 28 (Zephaniah 3:17) 

a. Warren Wiersbe — I am convinced that congregations learn more theology (good 
and bad) from the songs they sing than from the sermons they hear. Many 
sermons are doctrinally sound and contain a fair amount of biblical information, 
but they lack that necessary emotional content that gets ahold of the listener’s 
heart. Music, however, reaches the mind and the heart at the same time. It has 
power to touch and move the emotions, and for that reason can become a 
wonderful tool in the hands of the Spirit or a terrible weapon in the hands of the 
Adversary. 

b. Martin Luther — I have no use for cranks who despise music because it is a gift 
of God. Music drives away the Devil and makes people joyful. They forget 
thereby all wrath, unchastity, arrogance, and the like. Next after theology I give to 
music the highest place and the greatest honor. 

4. Gathering together | vs. 28-29 
5. With godliness and purity | vs. 30 (Ephesians 5:18-21) 
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III. Party Like Jesus 
1. Jesus was not only  the man of sorrows: John 2:1-5, Luke 7:31-35, Matthew 9:14-15, 

Mark 10:13-16 
2. The gospel is an invitation to a party | Luke 14:15-24 
3. The end of the story is a party | Revelation 19:6-9, Isaiah 25:6-8 

 
As Christians, the biggest thing that we celebrate over and over is the gospel. But, as 
Christians, we are called to also celebrate other things along the way. 
 

PART B | THE LAST YEAR AS A CHURCH 
1. 2015 vs 2016 

a. 2015 was a year of recovery, 2016 was a year of learning to walk again 
b. 2015 was a year of building foundations, 2016 was a year of building on  those 

foundations 
c. 2015 was a year of holding steady, 2016 was a year of moving 
d. 2015 was infancy, 2016 was toddler 

2. Financial Update | Important to talk about 
a. 2016 Recap 

i. 4% increase in average attendance 
1. 2015: 468 
2. 2016: 487 

ii. Average monthly giving roughly flat 
1. 2015: $95,233 
2. 2016: $94,465 

iii. Cash balance of $1,008,911 
1. Checking/Savings: $912,936 
2. Brokerage Account: $95,975 

iv. Net financial gain of approximately $82,000 or ~8% 
b. Looking to 2017 

i. Giving sacrificially 
ii. More opportunities to support benevolence, missional work, locally and 

abroad, more church plants, etc. 
 

PART C | WHERE WE’RE HEADED 
1. Deeper joy in Christ (discipleship, more singing & passion, personal spiritual disciplines) 
2. Greater love for others (more grace within our groups, benevolence, new church plants, 

international missions) 
 
Benediction 
1 Corinthians 15:58 — Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. 
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