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Scripture Reading: 1 John 4:15-19 
 
Introduction 

● What are your fears? Where are your doubts?  
 
Big Idea:  Everyone struggles with fears and doubts. One day, when we see Jesus 
face-to-face, all fear and doubt will be gone forever. 
 
I. The Story 
 
God’s Command | vs. 25-26 
1) No one can serve two masters 

● Daniel Isaac Block — Pagan gods may tolerate the simultaneous worship of more 
than one deity, but Yahweh will brook no rivals. A fundamental tenet of covenant 
relationship in orthodox Yahwism is “You shall have no other gods besides me.” …In 
charging Gideon to demolish the altar of Baal, God is pointing to the real problem in 
Israel. More serious than the oppression of the Midianites is their bondage to the 
spiritual forces of the land. 

 
Gideon’s Fearful Obedience | vs. 27 
2a) Many faithful, godly people experience fear 

● Nelson Mandela — I learned that courage was not the absence of fear, but the 
triumph over it. The brave man is not he who does not feel afraid, but he who 
conquers that fear. 

 
Heads Will Roll | vs. 28-30 
 
Defending Baal | vs. 31-32 
 
Impending Battle | vs. 33-35 
 
The First Test | vs. 36-38 
 
The Second Test | vs. 39-40 
2b) Many faithful, godly people experience doubt 

● Jon Nielson — I think that any Christian who hasn’t struggled with doubts – at least at 
some level – is probably guilty of not thinking deeply enough about his or her faith (or 
just not telling the truth). 
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Side Note: Fleeces Not Recommended 

1. Prescriptive vs. descriptive texts 
2. Puts God into a box 
3. Doesn’t truly solve the problem 
4. God gives his Word, his Spirit, wisdom, and community 

 
II. What Can We Learn? 
 
3) Fear is lack of sight of God 

1. Dale Ralph Davis — “But I will be with you.” Basically, God has nothing else or more 
to offer you. You can go through a lot with that promise. It does not answer your 
questions about details. It only provides the essential. Nothing about when or how or 
where or why. Only the what, or better, the Who. “But I will be with you.” And that is 
enough. 

 
4) All doubt is the result of sin, but not all doubt is sinful 

1. John Frame — The Bible constrains [us] to make a distinction between good and bad 
doubt. That amounts to a distinction between believing and unbelieving doubt. 
Unbelieving doubt is the doubt of a heart that is not transformed by God’s grace. It 
doesn’t really seek guidance from God, only a way to escape God’s claim. Believing 
doubt, however, “instead of letting unbelief in, ventures out in faith and seeks to 
waylay it. Just as unbelieving doubt is against belief, this sort of doubt is the driving 
force behind belief.” 

2. Hard-hearted doubts | Psalm 78:17-18, 2 Kings 17:14, Luke 22:66-67, Hebrews 3:12 
3. Soft-hearted doubts | Matthew 14:31, Mark 9:24, John 20:29, Matthew 28:17, Jude 
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5) God is patient with our fears and doubts | Psalm 103:13-14 

1. Dale Ralph Davis — God is not ashamed to stoop down and reassure us in our fears. 
(Would we, if we were thinking, call our three year old ‘sissy’ or ‘chicken’ because he 
was afraid of a big neighborhood dog?) He is patient with our weakness. God doesn’t 
mind humbling himself in order to bolster our fragile faith, our wavering grip on his 
word. He is so eager to do just that that he has provided a table instead of a threshing 
floor, and bread and wine in place of a fleece. 

 
III. Gospel Connection 

1. Jesus sympathizes | Hebrews 4:15 
2. Jesus removes fear | 1 John 4:17-19 

 
Benediction 
Ephesians 3:17-19 — 17 [May] Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being 
rooted and grounded in love, 18 may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the 
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breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses 
knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 
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