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Scripture Reading: Judges 7:16-21  
 
Introduction 

● Everybody loves a good upset, “David vs. Goliath” story 
● Gary Inrig — Of all the upsets celebrated by military historians or sports fans, none is 

more astonishing than the one God accomplished through Gideon. Outnumbered 
about 450 to 1, Gideon’s army won a crushing victory over the powerful hosts of 
Midian. If a football team composed of junior high school girls were to challenge the 
Super Bowl champions and defeat them 49-0, you would have an approximation of 
Gideon’s victory. 

 
Big Idea:  God doesn’t call heroes, he calls servants, and his greatest salvation comes 
through weakness. 
 
I. The Story 
 
The First Cut | vs. 1-3 
 
1) God does not share his glory 
 
The Second Cut | vs. 4-8 
 
What’s the Deal With Lapping Water? Three Possible Explanations 

1. The lappers were more alert 
2. The kneelers were more alert  
3. No specific reason 

 
Barry Webb — The fact is that we simply don’t know why those who lapped were preferred 
over those who kneeled and scooped with their hands. What we do know is that Gideon’s 
force was reduced to a mere three hundred to exclude any possibility that the coming victory 
could be interpreted as their own achievement. 
 
2) You’re never too small for God to use, but you can be too big 
 
Divine Reassurance | vs. 9-15 
 
3) God is the great reassurer 
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How God Reassures Us 
1. Scriptures 
2. The Lord’s Table 
3. Spiritual disciplines 
4. His people 
5. Holy Spirit within 
6. Circumstances 

 
The Battle Plan | vs. 16-18 

● Daniel Block — Like Yahweh’s instructions to Joshua before the storming of Jericho, 
the strategy appears totally absurd. Gideon’s division of his forces into three 
companies of one hundred men each follows traditional military custom, to be sure, 
but to face the vast host of Midianites armed only with trumpets and empty jars with 
torches hidden inside is ridiculous. Obviously the outcome of this battle will not be 
determined by conventional standards of warfare. 

 
A Stunning Victory | vs. 19-23 

● Carolyn Pressler — The storytellers make sure their audience understands: God and 
God alone gives the victory. The radically reduced group of Israelite warriors does not 
lift a weapon in the initial assault against the enemy camp…The trumpets and shouts 
of Gideon’s troops recall the battle of Jericho. As at Jericho, the initial assault 
succeeds without any military activity on Israel’s part…The story sends a strong 
message: Trust in the Divine Warrior, who is able to give victory regardless of how 
impossible it might seem. 

 
II. The Gospel Trajectory | Narrowing Down the Options 

1. Israel 
2. Tribe of Judah 
3. King David’s family 
4. Remnant 
5. Anointed One 

 
Only Jesus 

1. John 14:6, Acts 4:12, 1 Timothy 2:5-6 
 
Victory Through Death | Hebrews 2:14-15 
 
 
Benediction 
Ephesians 3:20-21 — 20 Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask 
or think, according to the power at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
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