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Scripture Reading: Judges 2:6-10  
 
 
Introduction | Context 

● Hinge in vs 10: this generation rose up that didn’t know the Lord 
 
Big Idea:  Faith can be shared, but it can’t be borrowed. Every person must individually place 
their faith in Jesus to be saved. 
 
The Lord’s Great Work | 2:6-10 
 
The People’s Idolatry  
 
*Baals and Ashtaroth 

● Dale Ralph Davis — Baal was the god of storm and fertility, and, for the Canaanites, 
of course, fertility was the name of the game—fertility of crops and livestock and 
family. Baal, nature god that he was, naturally had his female consort, Ashtoreth or 
Ashtart. In Canaanite theology (and agriculture) the fertility of the land depended upon 
the sexual relationship between Baal and his consort. The revival of nature was due to 
sexual intercourse between Baal and his partner. But the Canaanite faithful didn’t 
simply sit back and say, ‘Let Baal do it.’ There was no ‘let-go-and-let-Baal’ thinking 
among them. Instead their watchword was: Serve Baal with gladness, all ye glands. 
Hence the Canaanites practiced ‘sacred’ prostitution as a part of their worship. A 
Canaanite man, for instance, would go to a Baal shrine and have intercourse with one 
of the sacred prostitutes serving there. The man would fulfill Baal’s role and the 
woman Ashtart’s. The idea was that the copulating of the worshiper and of the holy 
whore would encourage the divine couple (Mr. and Mrs./Ms. Baal) to do their thing 
and thus the rain, grain, wine, and oil would flow again. Through sacred prostitution it 
was possible to assist, to encourage, and bring on the great orgasm of Baal in the 
sky; thus Baal would make ‘all things new.’ However, nothing would happen unless 
the fertility powers were properly worshiped. (Here, incidentally, is the great divide 
between paganism and biblical faith; in paganism the gods must be coerced rather 
than trusted.) 

 
What is Idolatry? 

1. Worship of any person or thing besides God 
2. Giving a place of ultimate significance to anything besides God 
3. An intense relationship with something that ultimately leaves us empty and enslaved 
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God’s Mercy in Judgement | 2:14-15 

● James Hamilton Jr. — Yahweh responds to Israel’s idolatry with righteous 
indignation: “They provoked Yahweh to anger.” Yahweh’s response is not an 
out-of-control emotional outburst that is somehow beneath a deity. Rather, his anger 
is faithfulness to his word. He sells Israel into the hands of their enemies because if he 
does not do so, he will be as faithless as they have been. Yahweh keeps his word and 
establishes the glory of his justice. 

● Tim Keller — God’s anger is not opposed to his love; it is the expression of it. It is 
because he loves his people, and cares about his relationship with them, that he 
responds with right anger when they turn from him and prostitute themselves. His 
anger is that of the innocent, jilted lover; his love is that of the wonderfully forgiving 
husband. 

 
The Lord’s Compassion | 2:16-18 
 
The “Judges” Cycle | 2:19-23 
 
Drawn to Other Nations | 3:1-6 

● The marriage commandments are not about race, about faithfulness to God 
 
(1) Parents hold primary responsibility for the spiritual formation of their children | 
Deuteronomy 11:18 
 
How Parents Fail: 

1. Legalism | Ephesians 6:4 
2. License | Proverbs 22:6 
3. Hypocrisy | Deuteronomy 4:9 

 
(2) Every Christian has a responsibility to share the gospel with the next generation | Romans 
10:14-15, Matthew 19:14 
 
(3) Every individual is responsible for their own relationship with God | Ezekiel 18:2-4, 
Romans 1:19-20 
 
(4) God is ultimately sovereign over salvation | Ephesians 1:11-12, Acts 13:48, John 6:37 
 
Objections: 

1. Makes you prideful - should make you humble! 
2. Makes you lazy - should make you responsive! 
3. Takes away hope - God can actually save people! 

 
Benediction 
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Psalm 29:11 — May the Lord give strength to his people! May the Lord bless his people with 
peace! 
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